High Politics and High Finance
These placed the Czar at the disposal of the French emperor in the long-cherished and carefully thought-out plan of destroying the sea power of England. Europe as a whole had made itself the French conqueror's tool in this design. Denmark and Portugal alone remained outside the Continental system. If both the recalcitrant states would not declare war against England, handing over their fleets to France as European emancipator, they must be threatened with immediate hostilities. Such was the plot matured by the two rulers on their raft in the Niemen. The general features of the conspiracy possessed indeed little novelty for Canning, who had long suspected something of the sort to be in the wind. Where Pitt found only reason for thinking, Canning was in a position for knowing that difficulties of transport alone prevented Napoleon's descent upon Ireland, as a base for operations against Britain. Once let the French emperor obtain the vessels he needed, the invasion of England would come as surely as the Channel could be crossed.
By what precise means or on what exact dates the secret articles of the Tilsit treaties reached the Foreign Secretary may not even yet be certainly known. After the lapse of just a hundred years since the Tilsit negotiations were held, the details that have gradually come to light concerning them suffice for a narrative tolerably circumstantial, if at one or two points conjectural of the episode. Writing on 22nd July to Brook-Taylor, Garlike's successor as our envoy at Copenhagen, Canning mentions intelligence having reached him " yesterday " from Tilsit about Bonaparte's designs. By whom and from whom were the tidings here referred to conveyed ?
197